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Fia. 1. East view of main rock panel of the Cheonjeon-ri Petroglyphs

the nearby Daegok Dam area. Considering all these, it is not surprising that
the Cheonjeon-ri Seoseok, a large rock panel that stands upright along the
river, served as a canvas on which the memories and wishes of prehistoric and
ancient Koreans were drawn.

Certain places and natural objects, such as mountains, rocks, trees, forests,
ponds, and lakes, were considered sacred because it was believed that the sites
and objects possessed myslerious spiritual power. People believed that such
power could change or sustain certain things and situations, and consequently
searched out the places that were believed to be the sources of such power. This
is why one should pay attention to the fact that from the prehistoric period
numerous people have visited the Cheonjeon-ri Seoseok and deliberately left
their traces here. Based an the evidence of consistent visits to this site, the
Cheonjeon-ri Seoseok can certainly be considered as a sacred site.

Various images such as animals, geometric patterns, tools, and human
figures are engraved on the Cheonjeon-ri Seoseok. Among these, the dragon
is a representative figure that can be recognized or interpreted as a mythical
symbol. The dragon is one of the “guardian animals,” an imaginary creature
long believed to be able to affect human life with their mythical power. Four
images that can be considered as possibly dragon figures are found on the

Cheonjeon-ri Petroglyphs: one on the lower left part of the main panel, two to

O FTROGIYPIS RISTAREH 1 WORLD PETROGLY S RESEARCH 1

CONSERVATION
AND MANAGEMENT
QFTHE WORLD’S
PETROGLYPH SITES

WORLD

BANGUDAE PETROGLYPHS INSTITUTE, BANGUDAE PETROGLYPHS INSTITUTE.
UNIVERSITY OF ULSAN UNIVERSITY OF ULSA

) vollym {1 vollym

£15.99 hb £15.99 hb
isbn 978-1-56591-406-3

Published by Korea’s biggest English publisher {J Hollym

isbn 978-1-56591-140-6



Petr Oglyphs Of Cheonjeon-r 1 #n Ulsan, Korea, in the Context of World Rock Art

by Bangudae Petroglyphs Institute, University of Ulsan £15.99 hb isbn 978-1-56591-410-0
Available September 2015

Considered to be masterpieces of prehistoric art and an invaluable source of prehistoric information, 304 rep-
resentations are present, of which 166 figures are animals and 108 are unidentified motifs. Human figures are
either side views of the
whole body or frontal with
mask-like faces and limbs
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The embedded religious elements in the images of animals were analyzed in

T akimbo. There are engrav-
Table 1. Thematic analysis of eligious elements in the images of animals . .
B : : = ings of people hunting
Form | Theme Number Motifs Religious elements
R R T e A o ' | i with a bow, raising their
Individual 102 Fhomm
han nd playing a rod-
Religious Consciousness Reflected in the Images Fight | 6 6 Deer (3 pairs) a ds’ a d p ay g a Od
T — o] ot like musical instrument,
to select images with religious tendencies. Every petroglyph tends to serve 2 Canines (1 pai) 1 3 1
Mating | 6 5 -
S —— 5 p—o recalling hunting and reli
certain problems by beseeching the help of gods and spirits. From such a point \mages 1 family), g 4
of e ety s g ke ot vl el i , | | B | e gious ritual.
the religlous faith and the world view of prehistoric people. To discuss religion b 2 Wihaes (1 famiy) ey oo
and petroglyphs, we must extract the religious elements from each type of 7 A prs perky. .
picture and categorize them to analyze the characteristics. bt | g 7Deer 3 el Bangudae  Petroglyphs  Institute
Hurtng 9 | Mountai Gone 6 e of the University of Ulsan in the
1) Animals mages ) A Wbark el e ek Hunter-shamar X
_ . Southeast of Korea was established
S e : e | kel s - : ;
e - in 2010 to study both domestic
# e Ny g A 21 Images of 37 reproductionir Aritual asking for : : .
;o ¢‘ : . o as | | prekutnand and foreign petroglyph sites, in-
31 hunting images overlap prosperity .
! cluding the Bangudae petroglyphs
) z p— themselves, made over the course
Fig. 2. An animal engraving from the Cheonjeon-1i Petroglyphs (Jeon et al. 2014) @ Fights
Fliara o es Pt o Bl des ima e The Soaaats pElRE i of 4,000 years, between 7,500 and
Images of animals are primarily related to productivity in hunting and fishing. mentioned in Table 1, are of fights between males competing for a female in
oo A i ] ' . i 3,500 years ago.
us, behind the creation of such images lie hopes for securing a food source, heat. Such scenes of typical natural comp wal pictures meant to
Before hunting, people would ask a divinity, the master of food sources encourage animal reproduction. In other y are scenes of offering a . . .
(i o gerrasionrib Rcessgeid-wharethar b Vol chtual cremons o the miountain god, asking fo the madenance of a heaihy The Institute is also tasked with
would offer thanks to the divinity through a religious ceremony. Petroglyphs ecosystem and fecundity of its animal population. (Jang 2001: 133-139; Eveline researching case studies into the
are products of such religious ceremonies. Lot Falk 1980: 46-50; Sen 1992: 74), .
conservation and management of
rock art.
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© Families
There are a total of 27 families of 65 animals, including 1 family of 3 canines,
F R 12 families of 32 tigers, 13 families of 28 deer, and 1 family of 2 whales. These
p # pictures comprise mother and child images made of two animals and family
images made of more than three animals. Such images focus on familial love
Fig 3. Fighting scene from the animal engravings (eon et al. 2014) and reproduction. Needless to say, these are ritual images reflecting a hope for
natural fecundity and abundant game. From this group, the following three are
@ Pairs noteworthy.
Among the deer images, there are four pairs of male and female deer facing A majority (64.4%) of the images of reproduction are of families. Tigers
cach other or rubbing their heads together amorously. Such images reflect compose nearly halt of the images of families (49.2%). There is also an image of
human wishes for animal fecundity and suggest that ritual ceremonies were a whale mother and her pup.
conducted to stimulate such natural abundance. To explain the first, it may be said that families are the basic units of

ecosystems and symbols of reproduction. The dominance of familial images can
be seen as the natural outcome of a desire for the stable prosperity of the society.

!
@‘-&éﬁ It is harder to understand the second as tigers are predators that are not
W‘; e sources of meat for humans. Rather, they are sources of social insecurity as the

increase in their numbers would multiply the threat to humans. Some possibilities
are that such images reflected the demand for tiger pelts as symbolic items of
social power or for trade with neighboring regions or served as ritual defense
against tiger attacks. There is no sufficient explanation for the abundance of
images of tigers. This is also the case of the Bangudae Petroglyphs.

As for the image of a mother whale and pup, its ritual purpose seems no
Fig. 4. Pairs of animals from animal engravings (Jeon et al, 2014) different than those of other land mammals. However, its relation to the
Bangudac Petroglyphs is intriguing.

@ Animals Mating
There are a pair of canines, a pair of wild cats, and a pair of tigers. In each
image, the male and female animals are engaged in amorous activities. Such

images also reflect the ritual nature and the people’s wishes for abundant game.

Fig. 5. Animals mating from animal engravings (Jeon et al. 2014) . . :
Fig. 6. Images of families among the animal engravings (Jeon et al. 2014)
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